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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
fornn the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-44, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipation by Eyer 
etal (6,401,242). 

As to claim 1 , note Eyer et al reference figures 1 and 2, method and apparatus 
for designating a preferred source to avoid duplicative programming services and 
further disclose in a system broadcasting a first signal (National or Global-IPG) having 
service channels (ABC, NBC, Disney channel, Nickelodein, etc.,) uniquely describing by 
a service channel identifier, at least a portion of the service channels transmitting 
programs including a first set of programs (Global-IPG programs) and a second set of 
programs (Local-IPG programs) to a plurality of receiver stations (Integrated Receiver 
Decoder, IRD 130 or 300), a method of providing second program guide (Global and 
Local) information describing the second set of programs only to a subset of the plurality 
of receiver stations (IRDs 130 or 300) that comply with at least one service criteria, 
comprising steps of: 
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the claimed "segmenting the programs into at least one service group..." is met 
by IPG Translator (IPGT) 220 and MPEG-2 Encoders (Encoders) 1-N or 220-230 (fig. 2. 
col. 5, lines 44-67 and col. 8, lines 6-32), note that IPGT 220 and Encoders 1-N 
receives continuous flow of Interactive Program Guide (IPG) data (National or Global- 
IPG/Regional or Local-IPG) and encodes or bundles "segmenting..." audio/video (AA/) 
data "programs" from the Global/Local programming services to "at least one services 
group" such as a region, specific geographical area, preferences or interest of 
subscriber with respect to each IRDs 130, etc., according to a regional or geographical 
specific programming "one service criteria" the service group comprising Regional- 
specific or local-IPG programming "second set of programs;" and assembles the 
Regional or Local-IPG data (col. 6, lines 1-30 and col. 10, lines 10-31); 

the claimed "transmitting the first signal having first program guide information..." 
is met by Transmitter 110 (fig. 2 and col. 6, lines 47-52), which transmits the broadcast 
signal "the first signal" having the Global-IPG data "first program guide information" 
describing the Global-AA/ programs "first set of programs" to the IRDs 130 "receiver 
stations" on a first service channel and the Regional-Local-iPG data describing the 
Local-AA/ programs "second set of programs" to the IRDs 130 on a second service 
channel offset from the first service channel; and where each of the subset of IRDs 130 
stores information identifying the second service channel (col. 5, lines 60-67, col. 8, 
lines 16-32 and line 57-coL 9, line 22), note that the service channels, such as data 
service channel, text service channel, etc., including Global-IPG data service channel or 
Local-IPG data service channels are all logically offset by the difference between 



Application/Control Number: 09/678,441 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2614 

assigned service channel identification numbers or values, which enables data, 
associated with a particular services channel to be received, stored or processed 
accordingly (col. 17, line 49-col. 18, line 11), Furthermore Global-IPG and Local-IPG 
data are offset by duplicative channels (col. 10, lines 33-38), by a 24-bit number (col. 
15, line 66-coL 16, line 3) and also by gaps in the program schedules (col. 18, lines 
1 5-44). 

As to claims 2 and 3, Eyer further discloses transmitting at least one message to 
the subset of IRDs 130 or 300, the message comprising information identifying the 
Local service channel (col. 5, lines 60-67) note that IPG data (Global and Local) 
includes program title, program description, etc., "at least one message" to a region- 
specific IRDs 130 or 300, which are also information identifying the Local service 
channel including a service identifier, such as, ABC, NBC, CBS, Disney channels, local 
news, etc., to the Local service channel (col. 15, line 54-col. 16, line 8). 

As to claim 4, Eyer further discloses where the service criteria, is a location of the 
IRDs 130 or 300 in a geographical region (col. 8, lines 6-22, lines 33-38 and line 57-col. 
9. line 22). 

As to claim 5, Eyer further discloses where the service criteria is an association 
of the IRDs 130 or 300 with a market region (col. 8, lines 22-28, lines 33-38 and line 57- 
col. 9, line 22). 

As to claim 6, Eyer further discloses where the service criteria is an association 
of the IRDs 130 or 300 with a market preference or interest (col. 6, lines 1 3-18, col. 8, 
lines 22-28, and line 57-col. 9, line 22). 



Application/Control Number: 09/678,441 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2614 

As to claims 7 and 8, Eyerfurttier discloses accepting IRDs 130 services 
preference, storing in Subscriber Authorization Center (SAC) 240, comparing the 
subscriber service preference with the service criteria, region-specific programming and 
transmitting a message to the at least one of the subset of the IRDs 130, the message 
comprising the information identifying (col. 5, lines 60-67) note that IPG data (Global 
and Local) includes program title, program description, etc., the second service channel 
if the subscriber service preference meets the service criteria and where the subscriber 
services preference is accepted from a IRDs 130 (col. 6, lines 13-18, col. 8, lines 22-28, 
and line 57-col. 9, Iine22). 

As to claims 9 and 10, the claimed "determining if the receiving station is 
intended to receive the second program guide information..." is met by Microprocessor 
170 of Integrated Receiver Decoder(s) (IRDs) 130 (fig. 1,4, col. 6, line 53-col. 7, line 15, 
col. 9, lines 24-39 and col. 10, lines 10-38), which receives and determines if IRD 130 
"receiver station" is intended to receive Local-IPG data "second program guide 
information" describing Local-AudioA/ideo (AA/) programs "second set of programs" 
selected from the AA/ programs (col. 5, lines 44-col. 6, line 18 and col. 8, lines 16-32) 
each the A/V programs belonging to a service group, such as, a region, specific 
geographical area, preferences or interest of subscriber with respect to each IRDs 130, 
etc., according to a regional, geographical, preferences, etc., specific programming "one 
service criteria" and receiving the Local-IPG data on the second service channel of the 
first signal is the IRDs 130 is intended to receive the Local-IPG data and presenting the 
Local-IPG data (col. 6, line 65-col. 7, line 25 and lines 51-56) where the IRDs 130 is 
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configured to receive bundles Local-IPG data on the second service channel and 
recover only the IPG data for its region (col. 8, lines 47-67); 

As to claim 11, note Eyer at al reference figures 1 and 2, method and apparatus 
for designating a preferred source to avoid duplicative programming services and 
further disclose in a system broadcasting a first signal (National or Global-IPG) having 
service channels (ABC, NBC, Disney channel, Nickelodein, etc.,) uniquely describing by 
a service channel identifier, at least a portion of the service channels transmitting a 
plurality of programs (AudioA/ideo "AA/" programs), a method of receiving program 
guide information (Global-IPG and Local-IPG) comprising steps of: 

the claimed "determining if the receiver station is intended to receive second 
program guide..." is met by Microprocessor 170 of Integrated Receiver Decoder(s) 
(IRDs) 130 (fig. 1, 4, col. 6, line 53-col. 7, line 15, col. 9, lines 24-39 and col. 10, lines 
10-38), which receives and determines if IRD 130 "receiver station" is intended to 
receive Local-IPG data "second program guide information" describing Local- 
AudioA/ideo (AA/) programs "second set of programs selected from the AA/ programs 
(col. 5, lines 44-col. 6, line 18 and col. 8, lines 16-32) each the A/V programs belonging 
to a service group, such as, a region, specific geographical area, preferences or interest 
of subscriber with respect to each IRDs 130, etc., according to a regional, geographical, 
preferences, etc., specific programming "one service criteria" where IRDs 130 receives 
bundles of National or Global-IPG data "first program guide information" describing the 
Global-A/V programs on the first service channel and receives Local-IPG data "second 
program guide information" describing the Local-/W programs "second set of 
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programs" on a second service channel only if the IRDs 130 is intended to receive the 
Local-IPG data and recovers only the IPG data for its region (col. 8, lines 47-67); note 
that the service channels, such as data service channel, text service channel, etc., 
including Global-IPG data service channel or Local-IPG data service channels are all 
assigned service channel identification numbers or values, which enables data, 
associated with a particular services channel to be received, stored or processed 
accordingly (col. 17, line 49-col. 18, line 11) by the IRDs 130. 

Claims 12 and 13, are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 2 and 3. 

Claim 14 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 4. 

Claim 15 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 5. 

Claim 16 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 6, 

As to claim 17, note Eyer et al reference figures 1 and 2, method and apparatus 
for designating a preferred source to avoid duplicative programming services and 
further disclose a program guide subsystem (National or Global-IPG/Regional or Local- 
IPG) , for use with a broadcasting system having a first service network (National or 
Global-IPG) broadcasting a first signal having service channels (ABC, NBC, Disney 
channel, Nickelodein, etc.,) uniquely described by a service channel identifier, at least a 
portion of the service channels transmitting programs to a plurality of receiver stations 
(Integrator Receiver Decoder(s), IRDs 130 or 300), the program guide subsystem 
comprising: 

the claimed "a compiler, configured to segment the programs into a first set of 
programs and a second set of programs according to at least one service criteria..." is 
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met by IPG Translator (IPGT) 225 and MPEG-2 Encoders (Encoders) 1-N or 220-230 
(figs. 1, 4, col. 5, lines 44-67 and col. 8, lines 6-32), note that CATV 140 (col. 6, line 23- 
31) includes IPGT 220 and Encoders 1-N "a compiler," a headend system, which 
receives National or Global-IPG data "first program guide information" and Regional or 
Local-IPG data "second program guide information" and uses channel grouping criteria, 
such as common source, field of interest, etc., (col. 6, lines 6-22 and col. 1 5, line 54-col. 
16, line 3) to configure bundles of Global and Local AudioA/ideo (AA/) programs 
"segments of programs" into Global-AA/ programs "first set of programs" and Local-AA/ 
programs "a second set of programs" according to a service group criteria, such as, by 
region, by specific geographical area, by preferences or interest of subscriber with 
respect to each IRDs 130, etc., based on a regional information, geographical 
information, preferences information, etc., "one service criteria" (col. 6, lines 1-30 and 
col. 10, lines 10-31), and assembles the Global-IPG data describing the Global-AA/ 
programs and Local-IPG data describing the Local-AA/ programs; 

the claimed "a transmitter, communicatively coupled to the compiler, for 
transmitting the first program guide information on a first service channel..." is met by 
Transmitter 110 (fig. 2 and col. 6, lines 47-52), which is couple to Trans 220 and 
transmits the Global-IPG data "first program guide information" describing the Global- 
/W programs "first set of programs" to the IRDs 130 "receiver stations" on a first service 
channel and the Regional-Local-IPG data describing the Local-A/V programs "second 
set of programs" to the IRDs 130 on a second service channel (col. 5, lines 60-67, col. 
8, lines 16-32 and line 57-col. 9, line 22), 
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Claims 18 and 19, are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 2 and 3. 

Claim 20 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 4. 

Claim 21 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 5. 

Claim 22 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 6, 

As to claim 23, note Eyer at al reference figures 1 and 2, method and apparatus 
for designating a preferred source to avoid duplicative programming services and 
further disclose a receiver (Integrated Receiver Decoder, IRD 130 or 300) for use with a 
broadcasting system having a first service network (National or Global-IPG) 
broadcasting a first signal having service channels uniquely identified by a service 
channel identifier, at least a portion of the service channels transmitting a plurality of 
programs, the apparatus comprising: 

the claimed "a processor, for determining if the receiver is intended to receive 
second program guide information..." is met by Microprocessor 170 of Integrated 
Receiver Decoder(s) (IRDs) 130 or 300 (fig. 1,4, col. 6, line 53-col. 7, line 15, col. 9, 
lines 24-39 and col. 10, lines 10-38), which determines if IRD 130 "the receiver" is 
intended to receive Local-IPG data "second program guide information" describing 
Local-AudioA/ideo (AA/) programs "second set of programs selected from the AA/ 
programs (col. 5, lines 44-col. 6, line 18 and col. 8, lines 16-32) each the AA/ programs 
belonging to a service group, such as, a region, specific geographical area, preferences 
or interest of subscriber with respect to each IRDs 130, etc., according to a regional, 
geographical, preferences, etc., specific programming "one service criteria" and 
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the claimed "tuner, communicatively coupled to the processor..." is nnet by where 
Data Receiver 332 of IRDs 130 or 300 (col. 6, line 53-col. 7, line 15, col. 9, lines 24-39 
and col. 10, lines 10-38) which is coupled to Microprocessor 170 and receives bundles 
of National or Global-IPG data "first program guide information" describing the Global- 
AA/ programs on the first service channel and receives Local-IPG data "second 
program guide information" describing the Local-AA/ programs "second set of 
programs" on a second service channel only if the IRDs 130 is intended to receive the 
Local-IPG data and recovers only the IPG data for its region (col. 8, lines 47-67); note 
that the service channels, such as data service channel, text service channel, etc., 
including Global-IPG data service channel or Local-IPG data service channels are all 
assigned service channel identification numbers or values, which enables data, 
associated with a particular services channel to be received, stored or processed 
accordingly (col. 17, line49-col. 18, line 11) by the IRDs 130 or 300, 

Claim 24, is met as previously discussed with respect to claims 2 and 3. 

Claim 25 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 4. 

Claim 26 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 5. 

Claim 27 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 6. 

As to claim 28, note Eyer et al reference figures 1 and 2, method and apparatus 
for designating a preferred source to avoid duplicative programming services and 
further disclose in a system broadcasting a first signal (National or Global-IPG) having 
service channels (ABC, NBC, Disney channel, Nickelodein, etc.,) uniquely describing by 
a service channel identifier, at least a portion of the service channels transmitting 
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programs including a first set of programs (Global-IPG progranns) and a second set of 
programs (Local-IPG programs) to a plurality of receiver stations (Integrated Receiver 
Decoder, IRD 300), a apparatus for providing second program guide (Global and Local) 
information describing the second set of programs only to a subset of the plurality of 
receiver stations (IRDs 130 or 300) that comply with at least one service criteria, 
comprising steps of: 

the claimed "means for segmenting the programs Into at least one service 
group..." is met by IPG-Translator (IPGT) 220 and MPEG-2 Encoders (Encoders) 1-N 
or 220-230 (fig. 2, col. 5, lines 44-67 and col. 8, lines 6-32), note that IPGT 220 and 
Encoders 1-N receives continuous flow of Interactive Program Guide (IPG) data 
(National or Global-IPG/Regional or Local-IPG) and encodes or bundles "segmenting..." 
audio/video {AN) data "programs" from the Global/Local programming services to "at 
least one services group" such as a region, specific geographical area, preferences or 
interest of subscriber with respect to each IRDs 130, etc., according to a regional or 
geographical specific programming "one service criteria" the service group comprising 
Regional-specific or local-IPG programming "second set of programs;" MPEG-2 
Encoders 1-N or 220-230 are also "means for assembling..." the Regional or Local-IPG 
data (col. 6, lines 1-30 and col. 10, lines 10-31); 

the claimed "means for transmitting the first signal having first program guide 
information..." is met by Transmitter 110 (fig. 2 and col. 6, lines 47-52), which transmits 
the broadcast signal "the first signal" having the Global-IPG data "first program guide 
information" describing the Global-AA/ programs "first set of programs" to the IRDs 130 
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"receiver stations" on a first service channel and the Regional-Local-IPG data describing 
the Local-AA/ programs "second set of programs" to the IRDs 130 on a second service 
channel offset from the first service channel; and where each of the subset of IRDs 130 
stores information identifying the second service channel (col. 5, lines 60-67, col. 8, 
lines 16-32 and line 57-col. 9, line 22), note that the service channels, such as data 
service channel, text service channel, etc., including Global-IPG data service channel or 
Local-IPG data service channels are all logically offset by the difference between 
assigned service channel identification numbers or values, which enables data, 
associated with a particular services channel to be received, stored or processed 
accordingly (col. 17, line 49-col. 18, line 11), Furthermore Global-IPG and Local-IPG 
data are offset by duplicative channels (col. 10, lines 33-38), by a 24-bit number (col. 
15, line 66-col. 16, line 3) and also by gaps in the program schedules (col, 18, lines 
1 5-44). 

Claims 29 and 30, are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 2 and 3. 
Claim 31 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 4. 
Claim 32 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 5. 
Claim 33 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 6. 
Claims 34 and 35, are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 7 and 8. 
Claims 36 and 37, are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 10 
and 11. 

As to claim 38, note Eyer et al reference figures 1 and 2, method and apparatus 
for designating a preferred source to avoid duplicative programming services and 
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further disclose in a system broadcasting a first signal (National or Global-IPG) having 
service channels (ABC, NBC, Disney channel, Nickelodein, etc.,) uniquely describing by 
a service channel identifier, at least a portion of the service channels transmitting a 
plurality of programs (AudioA/ideo "AA/" programs), a apparatus for receiving program 
guide information (Global-IPG and Local-IPG) comprising steps of: 

the claimed "means for determining if the receiver station is intended to receive 
second program guide..." is met by Microprocessor 170 of Integrated Receiver 
Decoder(s) (IRDs) 130 (fig. 1, 4, col. 6, line 53-col. 7, line 15, col. 9, lines 24-39 and col. 
10, lines 10-38), which receives and determines if IRD 130 or 300 "receiver station" is 
intended to receive Local-IPG data "second program guide information" describing 
Local-AudioA/ideo (AA/) programs "second set of programs selected from the A/V 
programs (col. 5, lines 44-col. 6, line 18 and col. 8, lines 16-32) each the AN programs 
belonging to a service group, such as, a region, specific geographical area, preferences 
or interest of subscriber with respect to each IRDs 130, etc., according to a regional, 
geographical, preferences, etc., specific programming "one service criteria" where IRDs 
130 includes Data Receiver 332 "means for receiving" bundles of National or Global- 
IPG data "first program guide information" describing the Global-/W programs on the 
first service channel and receives Local-IPG data "second program guide information" 
describing the Local-A/V programs "second set of programs" on a second service 
channel only if the IRDs 130 is intended to receive the Local-IPG data and recovers 
only the IPG data for its region (col. 8, lines 47-67); note that the service channels, such 
as data service channel, text service channel, etc., including Global-IPG data service 
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channel or Local-IPG data service channels are all assigned service channel 
identification numbers or values, which enables data, associated with a particular 
services channel to be received, stored or processed accordingly (col. 17, line 49-col, 
1 8, line 1 1 ) by the IRDs 1 30 or 300. 

Claims 39 and 40, are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 2 and 3. 

Claim 41 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 4. 

Claim 42 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 5. 

Claim 43 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 6. 
As to claim 44, note Eyer et al reference figures 1 and 2, method and apparatus 
for designating a preferred source to avoid duplicative programming services and 
further disclose in a system broadcasting a first signal (National or Global-IPG) having 
service channels (ABC, NBC, Disney channel, Nickelodein, etc.,) uniquely describing by 
a service channel identifier, at least a portion of the service channels transmitting 
programs including a first set of programs (Global-IPG programs) and a second set of 
programs (Local-IPG programs) to a plurality of receiver stations (Integrated Receiver 
Decoder, IRD 130 or 300), a signal embodied in a carrier wave, the signal produced by 
performing the method steps of: 

the claimed "segmenting the programs into at least one service group..." is met 
by IPG-Translator (IPGT) 220 and MPEG-2 Encoders (Encoders) 1-N or 220-230 (fig. 2, 
col. 5, lines 44-67 and col. 8, lines 6-32), note that IPGT 220 and Encoders 1-N 
receives continuous flow of Interactive Program Guide (IPG) data (National or Global- 
IPG/Regional or Local-IPG) and encodes or bundles "segmenting..." audio/video (AA/) 
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data "programs" from the Global/Local programming services to "at least one services 
group" such as a region, specific geographical area, preferences or interest of 
subscriber with respect to each IRDs 130, etc., according to a regional or geographical 
specific programming "one service criteria" the service group comprising Regional- 
specific or local-IPG programming "second set of progranns;" assembling the Regional 
or Local-IPG data (col. 6, lines 1-30 and col. 10, lines 10-31); 

the claimed "transmitting the first signal having first program guide information..." 
is met by Transmitter 110 (fig. 2 and col. 6, lines 47-52), which transmits the broadcast 
signal "the first signal" having the Global-IPG data "first program guide information" 
describing the Global-AA/ programs "first set of programs" to the IRDs 130 "receiver 
stations" on a first service channel and the Regional-Local-IPG data describing the 
Local-AA/ programs "second set of programs" to the IRDs 1 30 on a second service 
channel offset from the first service channel; and where each of the subset of IRDs 130 
stores information identifying the second service channel (col. 5, lines 60-67, col. 8, 
lines 16-32 and line 57-col. 9, line 22), note that the service channels, such as data 
service channel, text service channel, etc., including Global-IPG data service channel or 
Local-IPG data service channels are all logically offset by the difference between 
assigned service channel identification numbers or values, which enables data, 
associated with a particular services channel to be received, stored or processed 
accordingly (col. 17, line 49-col. 18, line 11), Furthermore Global-IPG and Local-IPG 
data are offset by duplicative channels (col, 10, lines 33-38), by a 24-bit number (col. 
15, line 66-col. 16, line 3) and also by gaps in the program schedules (col. 18, lines 



Application/Control Number: 09/678,441 Page 16 

Art Unit: 2614 

1 5-44). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Gordon et al (6,754,905) disclose data structure and methods for providing an 
interactive program guide. 

Klosterman (6,072,983) discloses merging multi-source information in a 
television system. 

Thomas et al (5,666,645) disclose data management and distribution system and 
method for an electronic television program guide. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Annan Q Shang whose telephone number is 703-305- 
2156. The examiner can normally be reached on 700am-500pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W Miller can be reached on 703-305-4795. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Annan Q. Shang. 
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